

Directions:  Be sure to restate the question as part of your answer. Since some questions have more than one part, make sure you answer what is asked or only partial credit will be received.  You must write in complete sentences.
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Where and when was William Shakespeare born, who was he married to, how many children did they have, and where and when did he die?
2. How many plays did Shakespeare write, what year was his first play performed, and what are the three categories into which Shakespeare’s plays are divided?
3. What was the name of the theater that Shakespeare owned, when was it built, and when did it close?
4. What were the groundlings?
5. Who are two of the people that scholars claim to be the actual author of Shakespeare’s plays?
6. Who were the kings or queens of England from 1590 to 1620?
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What is an English sonnet, how many lines is it, and what is its complete rhyme scheme?
8. What is blank verse, how does it function in iambic pentameter, and what is the stress pattern of iambic pentameter.
9. Who was the historical Macbeth, when did he live, when and how did he die, and for which country was he king?  Lastly, what did his subjects think of him?
10. Provide a basic plot summary for Macbeth.  (Response should be at least three sentences in length.)
Bonus:  What are two of the reasons why thespians believe the play Macbeth is cursed, and what does the curse have to do with Roman Polanski? 
